s3o                  TIMES AND  SEASONS
fingers of his joined   hands, which   he   has   arranged  like
a bottomless cup.
But in order to offer water to the manes (Pitri^-tarpana or
Yama-tarpana) the worshipper faces the dread south, his
sacred thread hangs over his right shoulder in the inauspicious
position, and the water is poured three times from the part of
the right hand that lies between the base of the thumb and
the base of the first finger.
This threefold refreshment is offered to keep all three (gods,
sages, and dead ancestors) happy, and to guard against their
injuring the worshipper, and, in especial, to prevent their
drinking his blood.
If the worshipper's father is dead, and he is the head of his
family, after performing Yama-tarpana by which Yama and
his attendants have been summoned, he invokes his dead
ancestors for three generations back, mentioning the name of
his dead father, his dead grandfather, and his dead greatr
grandfather, and then bows to them. (If the worshipper has
a father alive, he need not trouble to do this; his own father
will do it, and that will be sufficient.)
The water he offers the dead can be transformed by them
into anything that they need, and it is given to them to
show the worshipper's gratitude. If the mother be dead, the
worshipper in the same way offers water to three generations
of female ancestors.
Similarly, the worshipper will pour libations of water to his
dead cousins, aunts, uncles, guru, and wife's relatives. The
rule runs that a man should offer water for all those dead whom,
if they had been living, he would bave wished to make happy*
especially for the dead who were blind, dumb, deaf, or
deformed in this life, or who died in their mother's womb
'before they came to the birth.
The way in which water is offered to little children who
died before they were eighteen months old, and so were buried
and not burnt on the funeral pyre, is especially noteworthy.
Instead of pouring the libation over his hand near his thumb,